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from the desk of...

We have now officially concluded the 2018 election cycle and it’s time 
to express my gratitude to everyone who helped make Hillsborough 
County the best place in America to vote! 

Thank you to:
Our staff and hundreds of temporary employees. They assisted 
voters, trained poll workers, and organized, packed, moved, tested, 
maintained and operated equipment and supplies.

Our thousands of poll workers. They served on the front lines of 
democracy during Early Voting and on Election Day so that more than 
527,000 Hillsborough County voters could exercise their right to vote 
in the 2018 General Election.  
 

Our hundreds of thousands of voters. Thirty-six percent 
of our voters voted by mail and thirty-three percent of our 
voters voted early. During Early Voting and on Election Day, it 
was great to see that voters came prepared with photo ID and 
sample ballots in hand, ready to fill in their ballots.  
 

Our recount teams. Election results were so close that they 
triggered machine recounts in four races and manual recounts 
in three. With more than 1 million ballot pages to go through, 
the recount was a monumental task that involved dozens of 
people working day and night, weekdays and weekends. 

November/December 2018

      wrapping up 2018
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Thank you for reading this newsletter and staying engaged in our community and our democracy.  
I want to wish everyone a very happy holiday! 

the flip side
VoteHillsborough.org

 The Days After

November 6, after midnight 
After the precinct results came in, we scanned and 
reported results from more than 10,000 Vote By Mail 
ballots that were received on Election Day.  

                                                                                         
   2014 General Election   2018 General Election

    Registered: 765,993    Registered: 857,266
    49% of Registered Voters Voted  62% of Registered Voters Voted 

   23% Voted Early    33% Voted Early
    35% Voted By Mail    36% Voted By Mail
    42% Voted on Election Day   31% Voted on Election Day

Election Day is a long day that begins before sunrise as we get polling places ready, so that voting can start at  
7 a.m. Then it goes well past sunset as the polling places close and results come in. Here is a timeline of what 
happened AFTER the initial results had been reported. 

November 8  
More than 2,600 privacy booths, more than a thousand electronic 
poll books, hundreds of tabulators, and all of the other polling place 
materials are put back in their places in our warehouse.

November 8 - 9
Provisional ballots were canvassed.  

Unofficial results were certified.

November 18 
Official General Election results were certified.

November 16
Overseas ballots postmarked by 

Election Day had up to 10 days after 
Election Day to arrive and be counted.

November 6, 8 p.m.
Voting equipment and supplies began arriving 

back at our Elections Service Center. 

December 5
Voter data has been updated to include the General Election, and we’ve 
moved on to preparing for the March 5th City of Tampa Municipal Election.

November 11 - 14
We conducted a machine recount of more than 

527,000 ballots due to the close margin in a 
State Senate race and three statewide races.

November 16
A manual recount was conducted because the margin 
of victory was within ¼ of a percent in the races for State 
Senator, U.S. Senator and Commissioner of Agriculture.

Comparing Gubernatorial Elections
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